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NYTD Background
• Public Law 106-169

– Established John H. Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program

• Provides States funding to carry out programs that assist 
youth transitioning from foster care to self-sufficiency (Some 
examples in LA: YAP, IL Providers)

– Requires the Administration for Children and Families 
(ACF) to develop a data collection system to track IL 
services States provide to assess States’ 
performance in independent living programs

– NYTD IS THE SYSTEM ACF DEVELOPED



What is NYTD?

• NYTD requires states to engage in two 
data collection activities
– 1- States must collect information on each 

youth who receives IL services and transmit 
information to ACF biannually.

– 2- States must collect demographic and 
outcome information on certain youth in foster 
care (baseline) whom the State will follow 
over time to collect additional outcome 
information.



Why is it important?

• PL 106-169 requires ACF to impose a 
penalty of between 1% and 5% of the 
State’s annual allotment on any State that 
fails to comply with the reporting 
requirements.
– Financial penalties assessed biannually

• 2.5% max per reporting period

– Penalties assessed on
• required participation rates 
• accuracy of data



What does this mean for LA?

• Collect data/surveys twice a year, 
during each reporting period.

– October 1st -March 31st

– April 1st -September 30th



Field Specific Process to Follow
1. Identify youth needing surveys 

2. Give the youth NYTD flyer from internet and 
discuss

3. Conduct the survey, paper or mobile 
(preferably mobile)

4. Submit the survey on the new internet 
database



Website / Survey Submission 
• Surveys, flyers, forms and additional information (ex. ETV Flyer) can be 

found on the website: 
– www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/youthlink

or
– www.dcfs.louisiana.gov

• Go to “Child Welfare” on left, then “Youth Link”
• (paper surveys, if needed, are available but MUST be submitted via 

link above)

• 3 Populations/Survey Types
– Served Population
– Baseline Population
– Follow-up Population

• Population determines type of survey 
– (New NYTD database will determine most for you).  
– The population is determined by the year and the reporting 

period within that year.

http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/youthlink
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/


Independent Living Services
• IL Services are not just those provided by our IL Service 

Providers!

• These IL services had to have been paid for or provided by 
the agency regardless of the manner in which it is delivered 
(e.g., inclusive of services provided through a foster 
parent, relative caregiver, contracted service provider, 
other public agency, in some instances case manager, 
etc.)  



Population
Baseline Population
• The baseline population consists of:                            

– some 17-year-olds in foster care (guidelines met)
– during only certain years, regardless of whether the youth receives any IL 

services.

• TO AVOID FINANCIAL PENALTY:  
– BASELINE SURVEYS MUST BE CONDUCTED NO EARLIER THAN 17TH 

BIRTHDAY AND NO LATER THAN WITHIN 45 DAYS OF 17TH BIRTHDAY FOR 
YOUTH NEEDING THEM!!!

Follow-up Population
• The follow-up population is a subgroup of each baseline population, who are 

surveyed again at age 19 and again at age 21.  
– Youth to be announced.
– DCFS and OJJ workers will not have to survey Follow-Up Population.  Surveys 

completed by IL Providers.
– The task at hand….

• keeping up with our youth 
• must locate 60% of baseline youth at 19 and 21 to avoid penalty



Flyer
– NYTD Flyer on the website must be given to 

and discussed with youth before survey is 
administered. 

– Make it sound interesting. Find a way to make 
youth have ownership of this.

– The flyer is for the youth to keep.
• There is an additional caregiver flyer that may be 

given to the caregivers for information.



DCFS Tools to Help
• DCFS Regional NYTD contacts will be responsible for knowing each 

child needing surveys in their region and ensuring workers know to 
complete and submit it online on time.
– Staff must respond to Regional NYTD Contact when something is 

needed.

• DCFS NYTD Liaison, Christy Tate, will check with Regional NYTD 
Contacts monthly to discuss survey completion and identify 
needs/offer assistance/track statewide completion

• Webfocus/Dashboard Reports
– Accessible to anyone in the agency (DCFS) and can be pulled at any 

time.
• Reports under Foster Care Tab 

– NYTD Baseline Population Report
» List of youth meeting Baseline criteria every RP

– NYTD Served Population Report
» List of youth meeting Served Criteria every RP

– NYTD Children Not Yet Served Report (in test phases)
» List of youth needing surveys that have not been entered 

into the database yet



Current Projects

• Exploring more ways to keep up with our 
youth and keep them interested in keeping 
up with us so that we can complete follow- 
up surveys and assist our youth!
– Working on more to develop for this
– Baseline Reunion Events

• Started in 2011, will be yearly for youth, young 
adults, and staff



Questions
• If you have questions or need assistance, please contact: 

– Christy Tate, FC and TY Program Manager, State Office, serving 
as LA NYTD Liaison

• 225-342-5676 or Christy.Tate@La.Gov
– Laquelia Smith, Program Coordinator, Central Office, serving as 

OJJ NYTD Liaison
• 225-287-7918 or Laquelia.Smith@La.Gov

– Please do not hesitate to contact with any questions so we can 
ensure accurate implementation.

mailto:Christy.Tate@La.Gov
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